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the course of events since the conversion of Paul to our own day. I 
take time to note only the attempt made in the first book to arrive at 
an estimate of the true value of the higher criticism and its relation 
to the materials of dogmatics and apology. The question here is 
declared to be whether the biblical history, taken as a whole, is true. 
An antithesis exists between the results of the criticism and of the 
study of archaeology. While the former puts the date of the writings 
late and tends to rob them of their reliability, the latter is declaring 
more and more that their history is correct. Emphasizing, now, the 
consideration that lateness of composition does not necessarily destroy 
historic credibility, Berthoud tests the history of the book by what we 
know of other sources of history in Egypt, Assyria, and elsewhere. 
The result is the conformity to history of the tenth of Genesis, and 
of the story of Joseph, of the Exodus, and of the history of the Kings. 
With these main central points confirmed, the moral sincerity of the 
book, recording the faults of its chosen heroes and condemning them, 
is taken as sufficient proof of the total historic trustworthiness, mere 
details and minutiae aside. 

Thus the course of the apologetic argument is brought to its end. 
No one will read the book without profit, and a repeated study will 
increase the reader's respect for its fulness and worth. 

Frank Hugh Foster. 
Oakland, Cal. 



Das christliche Personlichkeitsideal, oder der Kern der 
christlichen Ethik auf psychologischer Grundlage. Ein 
Versuch von Pfarrer Ernst Kretschmer. Leipzig : Dorff- 
ling und Franke, 1897. Pp- 9^- M. 1.60. 

This essay presents in a very succinct form the essential features of 
Christian ethics. The author attempts to discover the fundamental 
law of character as contained in the Old and New Testaments, and, at 
the same time, to give a psychological analysis of its constructive 
factors. He marks out the limits of duty to God, neighbor, self, and 
nature, and within this outermost circle he clearly outlines the specific 
content of Christian life. 

He says the highest good of the Christian is God. This implies 
that likeness to the Father is the goal of all moral striving. This is 
not a mere objective standard or law of conduct, but has had a perfect 
realization in the Son of Man. Such perfection is accomplished in the 
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believer through Christ by the Holy Spirit. The writings of prophets 
and apostles are helpful in forming this ideal of life, but the words of 
Jesus as recorded in the four gospels are final authority. 

The author's psychological discussion is exceedingly brief, consid- 
ering the weight given to his conclusions at this point. The nature of 
sentiment (Gesinnung), and the two fundamental moral and religious 
sentiments, respect and love, are, however, somewhat clearly set forth. 
Sentiment is a condition of the soul which rises into consciousness 
under some special stimulus. This aspect of mind is closely akin 
to feeling and will, and is referred to in Scripture as the heart of 
man. Respect, which through esteem and veneration culminates into 
reverence, is a feeling of worth. Love also is a feeling of worth, but 
is distinguished from respect by the personal interest which character- 
izes it. The feeling of respect for another leads to a conviction which 
becomes the very core of faith. The feeling of love is associated with 
reliance upon another for some element of welfare. Here respect and 
love meet, and are sealed by the crowning sentiment of trust. 

The motive and coordinating principle of Christian character is a 
due appreciation of God's worthfulness, which constitutes the essential 
nature of reverence and love for him. This is the truth as taught in 
the words and life of our Lord. All the positive virtues which are 
expressed in worship, care for the well-being of others, proper use of 
one's own powers of mind and body, and right conduct toward the 
lower creation, spring from this one source. Not only is this the tap- 
root of virtue, but it supplies also the means for correcting all tendency 
to abuse of one's powers. One of the best portions of this discussion 
is the section entitled "Verhaltnis zur eigenen Person." True self- 
love, which leads to self-preservation, grows out of the estimate formed 
concerning the soul in the light which comes from Christ. 

Kalamazoo College, Eliphalet A. Read. 

Michigan. 



The Clerical Life : A Series of Letters to Ministers. By John 
Watson, D.D., Professor Marcus Dods, D.D., Principal T. 
C. Edwards, D.D., Professor James Denney, D.D., T. H. 
Darlow, M.A., T. G. Selby, W. Robertson Nicoll, LL.D., 
J. T. Stoddart. New York: Dodd, Mead & Co., 1898. 

Although the authors of these letters are named on the title page, 
in the volume the names are not attached to the letters : each author 



